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Synopsis

This book explores how WittgensteinA¢a —-4,¢s personal life provided more of a reference point for
his philosophical work than has been previously thought. Focusing on two key phases in
WittgensteinA¢a -4,¢s life during which he dramatically changed his philosophical orientation and
reinvented both his intellectual methods and himself, the author presents and alternative
understanding of Wittgenstein and his work. The book firstly addresses the period of his

A¢a -A“anthropological turnA¢a -As (1929-1932), in which Wittgenstein developed one of his
central arguments concerning the role of the body in the acquisition of language and the rules of
social practice. The second key phase, commencing after the end of the Second World War, was
one of introspection, during which Wittgenstein became intensely preoccupied by inner events,
sensations, and his own personality. As his work evolved, the anthropological aspects became the
primary focus of his work by the end of his life. Providing an accessible and novel insight into
WittgensteinA¢a -4,¢s work and his interest in A¢a —-EcecontinentalA¢a -4,¢ philosophy, this

translation will appeal to a wide audience.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“GebauerA¢a -4,¢s book develops a view of Wittgenstein that is certainly new, original,
surprising, and stimulating. The author has, to a large extent, kept his initial promise to show that

the anthropological way of seeing and thinking is much more central and, explicitly or implicitly,



present and active in many more places in WittgensteinA¢a -4,¢s philosophical remarks than is
commonly believed.The strength of GebauerA¢a -4,¢s approach is that it allows us to put together
a wide variety of Wittgensteinian remarks, suggestions, questions, and answers in a unified and
sometimes quite unexpected way.A¢a -A-A A (Jacques Bouveresse, Professor of Philosophy,
CollAfA"ge de France, France) A¢ga -A“The great achievement of GebauerA¢a -4,¢s book is that
it contributes an interpretation to the Wittgenstein discussion that is original in numerous respects.
In its emphasis on the anthropological aspect of WittgensteinA¢a -a,¢s thought, it has not only
filled a gap in our understanding of Wittgenstein, but has also highlighted a quintessential aspect of
his philosophical work. GebauerA¢a -a,¢s book brings an intimate understanding of
WittgensteinA¢a -4,¢s writings together with a clear thesis, and stimulates the reader to continue
exploring this practical thinking, and also to extend it further, in a positive sense, beyond

Wittgenstein himself.A¢a -A« (Matthias Kross, Researcher at the Einstein Forum, Germany)

This book explores how WittgensteinA¢a -a,¢s personal life provided more of a reference point for
his philosophical work than has been previously thought. Focusing on two key phases in
WittgensteinA¢a -4,¢s life during which he dramatically changed his philosophical orientation and
reinvented both his intellectual methods and himself, the author presents and alternative
understanding of Wittgenstein and his work. The book firstly addresses the period of his

A¢a -A“anthropological turnAg¢a -Ae (1929-1932), in which Wittgenstein developed one of his
central arguments concerning the role of the body in the acquisition of language and the rules of
social practice. The second key phase, commencing after the end of the Second World War, was
one of introspection, during which Wittgenstein became intensely preoccupied by inner events,
sensations, and his own personality. As his work evolved, the anthropological aspects became the
primary focus of his work by the end of his life. Providing an accessible and novel insight into
WittgensteinA¢a -4,¢s work and his interest in A¢a —EcecontinentalA¢a -4a,¢ philosophy, this
translation will appeal to a wide audience.
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